THE   ROARING   BLAZE	2IQ
Emperor Napoleon III who in 1852 was loudly applauded Neither is
it necessary for his justification to urge the barbarous customs o£
his age; for we should be forced to remember that, in the Nine-
teenth Century, our (French) national hero, in a time of peace
caused to be seized on foreign territory, to be carried to Vincennes'
and, after the mockery of a trial, to be shot like a dog in the castle-
ditch, an innocent man who was a prince of the blood-royal of
France. [Due d'Enghien?] Yet no man has ever dared to liken the
Emperor Napoleon I to a Borgia 1 (Rene, Comte de Maricourt.)
The news reached Rome on the night of the second of
January. The blow had been struck with such rapidity as to
put complicity of the Lord Alexander beyond the dimen-
sions of time and space.
In the Eternal City, the year had opened with the
ceremony called L'Ubbedienza, in which the cardinals
renew their vow of fidelity to the Pope, as, formerly,
Roman Senators vowed fidelity to the Princeps on each
New Year's Day. A cardinal, who would omit this duty
except for a valid reason, would cause precisely such a
scandal as P. Thrasea Paetus caused to Tacitus by neglect-
ing to swear to Nero. Notwithstanding this renewal of
allegiance on the first of January, only three days later
the Pope's Holiness found reason to arrest Cardinal Giam-
battista Orsini, with Archbishop Alviano of Florence,
and Don Giacomo Poplicola di Santacroce, Orsini's parti-
sans, being determined once for all to crush that House
of incorrigible rebels. This Don Giacomo Poplicola di
Santacroce had only himself to blame. His House, the most
illustrious of all the sixty conscript families of Rome,
had been outlawed in 1482 by the Lord Xystus P.P. IV by
reason of the furious feud between Santacroce and Delia-
vale which had turned the Eternal City for months to-
gether into shambles. He should have known better than
to put his head in the lion's mouth. Giustiniani, the Orator
of Venice, received an account of what had happened
from the Pope's Own mobile lips; and embodied the same
in a dispatch to his government dated the fourth of Janu-
ary 1503. It appears to be perfectly logical on the part of

